
 
 
 
In the mid-20th Century, the family unit began to break down. Neither the faith community nor the 
neighborhood knew how to respond. The legislature in Oregon created the Department of Human Services 
(DHS) in 1971 to stand in the gap.  
 
DHS, the largest government agency in Oregon, is the portal through which our city’s most vulnerable 
families and children engage state services. Nearly one in every four Oregonians is directly engaged as a 
client of DHS. DHS divisions include Self-Sufficiency (which provides safety net services such as TANF, 
SNAP, etc), Development Disabilities, Aging and Persons with Disabilities, Employment Services, and Child 
Welfare—which runs Oregon’s foster care and adoption programs. 
 
When an allegation of abuse or neglect is made in Oregon, an assigned DHS caseworker goes to the home 
to make an “assessment” of the situation. If the assessment deems that a child is unsafe, the child is 
removed and enters into foster care. A child is most commonly removed from a birth parent due to 
neglect, drug abuse of the parent, inability of the parent to cope, inadequate housing, and physical abuse. 
 
Foster care is a temporary, last resort option when it’s been determined that a child is unsafe in their 
home environment.  With the goal that every child would have a safe, healthy home and family, foster 
care provides stability during an interim time before a child can be reunited with their biological parent/s.  
 
In Oregon last year, 11,238 children spent at least one night in foster care, and, 66.1% of those children 
spent time in more than one foster home. In the Portland Metro area, approximately 2,300 children are 
in foster care right now. 
 
Right now, in the State of Oregon, there is an immediate crisis shortage of foster families. On a weekly 
basis, children are entering foster care in Portland and across Oregon, and due to the shortage of foster 
homes, DHS caseworkers are unable to find strategic foster placements for children. This leads to children 
moving through multiple foster homes, and too often, siblings are split from one another.  
 
In short time, through a partnership with the community—Oregon can be a state where we have a waiting 
list of foster homes instead of what we have now—which is a waiting list of children looking for the ideal 
foster placement to meet their needs.  
 
Although children in crisis situations will always need loving, temporary homes, the goal in our community 
is to safely and equitably reduce the number of children entering foster care. By supporting families in 
crisis, we strengthen the home environment and provide parents with the resources they need to meet 
the needs of their children.  
 
The Church has an important role in caring for children entering foster care, and supporting families in 
crisis—the most vulnerable in our community. 

Foster Care  


